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INTERIOR OF A DONEGAL PEASANT (

IRELAND OF TODAY
There Has Been a Decided Change for

the Better.

RESULTS OF AMERICAN INFLUlENCE

Enormous Sums of Money Sent
-Back to the Old Country.

POPULATION IS INCREASING

(Copyr ight, 1900, by Senmras Maceianus.)
Written for The Evening Star.

Public attention has been so absorbed in
politics for the past decade or two, so far
as Ireland is concerned, that the social and
industlal regeneration which has been go-
ing on has been~almost entirely over-

looked. Yet it has been so far reaching
and rapid, there have been such great
changes for the better-in the last twenty
years chiefly-that we can now say., glad-
ly and truthfully, Ireland is a regenerated
country.
The changes in ways and means have

been so radial as to surprise outsiders.
The picture of Ireland in the foreign mind
today is that of the Ireland of half a cen-

tury ago. The real Ireland is different.
It is now comparatively prosperous and its
people are comparatively happy. Except in
a few more remote and barren parts, the
f'ormer hard struggle for existence is not
known today and the pinch of hunger is
not felt. We have more ease, more lei-
sure, more of the comforts of life, and
we look forward with less anxiety to the
morrow.
Thanks to political agitation, the remod-

eied land laws-though still far from per-
fect-have given to the poor struggling far-
mer a certain security to which he was a
stranger. His rent is lower and he is not
withheld from improving his land by the
apprehension of increased rack-rent. Part-
ly as a consequence of this and partly as a
consequence of the possession of a little
more wealth, his land is better tilled
and drained, and he rears more stock and
of a better quality. The resulting ease of
mind is conducive to enlightenment and
moral progress. We have no system of
compulsory education, but the Irishman's
respect for learning amply fills its place.
No matter how much he needs his chil-
dren's work at home or on the farm, they
are sent off every day, one or two or three
Irish miles, to the little national school.
So, of the rising generation in Ireland, ful-
ly 95 per cent will be educated.
When Irishmen Fled From Ireland.
It would have been absurd even to dream

of such a state of things fifty years ago.
It has been variously estimated that from
half a million to a million people died of
starvation in the years of 1846, 1847 and
1848, though Ireland's shipping ports were

thronged with ships laden with cattle and
corn for export. A futile revolution of
young Irelanders gave the English govern-
ment the excuse to advocate the shipping of
our people to America and elsewhere, and
the landlords concluded that bullocks and
Scotchmen would be more profitable on the
green hills of Ireland than the troublesome
Celt. So, scourged by three scourges, the
landlords, the government and the famine,
our people were driven to the ports and
into the famine ships, and hundreds of
thousands swarmed westward over the
ocean.
The history of the emigration of these

years was second only in its sadness and
fearfulness to the history of the famine
itself, for untold thousands of those hud-
dled together in these plague ships perished
on the ocean. Ever since, from the old
Ireland to the new, there has been a white
way under the ocean paved with the bones
of myriads who were harried and hurried
from their homes and their hills. Yet, in
spite of it all, Ireland is today a country
of Celts and prosperity; and, because of it
all, there is today a greater and a more
prosperous Ireland in the new world.
Of the several causes which have united

to bring prosperity and progress back to
the old Ireland, I believe there has been
no more important factor than the new
Ireland-the Ireland that has grown up
and flourished and borne plentiful fruit in
the United States of America

America'. Inauence.
How has America benefited Ireland? In

several ways. It has benefited Ireland,
primarily, by the vast sums of money
which have been flowing in a steady stream
eastward over the ocean in the last half
century; it has benefited Ireland by reliev-
ing its congestion, and it has benefited
Ireland by its moral influence.
The flow of cash from America to Ire-

land cannot easily be realized. It has been
far greater than any person only suiter-
ficially acquainted with the facts could
suspect. To get an adequate idea of it,
one must have lived among the peasantry
in remote parts where every family is rep-
resented by one, or two, or three, or five in
America, and where the American letter.
with its unfailing money order, is ever com-
ing. When the boy and the girl leave
home for the New Island (as it is put in
our Gaelic) the one thought ever present
in their minds is, not how they will benefit
themselvej. but how they will benefit the
father and mother and the brothers and si.-
ters they leave behind. And of all those,
the number is very, very small that ever
forget or neglect the loved ones at home,
who, night and morning, on their knees,
pray a "Pater and Ave," to God and Mary.
for the absent one.

Noathly Remittances.
The sums remitted by these boys and

girls furnish those at home with the means
to till and to stock their land much bet-
ter than they did before, and to live in
much greater ease and comfort. There is
no more touching and beautiful, phase of
this question than that presented by the
Irish servant girls of America, who tol
sorely and perseveringly with the one hope
ever in mind-that of remitting the month-
ly five or ten or fifteen dollars to their
poor father at home, the thought of whose
struggles often makes .them cry over their
work in thte kitchen,
Ten days before last Ohristmas I dropped

into some of the' post 0o1ces of New York
to watdh the long lines of poor Irish girls,
each with a yellow apiplication blank in herhanrk patiently waiting her chance to ob-
tain the little money order which was to
bring cheer and joy at Christmas tide to
the cabin hearth in the little lsle beyond
the-ss. 'The goodness and the faithfulness
and devotion of these poor girls mese
me go eat I said to myself: 'Suel, God
will not forget a country that Prdcssuom
Nauy G. BDek: With TheEs, Cash.
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there is a great amount taken to Ireland
by returning emigrants-men and women
who have saved a certain 'portion of their
daily wage, with the ultimate idea of taking
it back to Ireland, and by its means spend-
ing the remainder of their lives in comfort
in the glen, for which, since they quitted
it, their hearts have ever yearned. Just
now there is more money going back in this
way than ever before; for the increased
prosperity of Ireland and its increased com-
fort and the good reports they. hear from it
induce more and more among those having
means to return.
If a servant girl has amassed from $230

to $500 she returns a rich woman, marries
a small farmer and stocks his farm or adds
a new field or two to it by purchase. The
male emigrant who returns is not satisfied
to go home with so small.an. amount. His
father's farm does not await him. He will
not quit America until he can reckon a
couple of thousand dollars his own. When
he goes home he casts about to find a little
farm for sale. He. purchases it, builds a
house, marries a neighbor's daughter andthe returned "Yankee" becomes an institu-
tion in his own land.

Set a Good Example.
This "Yankee" is henceforth a mission-

ary. During his sojourn in America he has
gathered-as the Irish quickly do-a notion
of American life, go, progressiveness and
originality. And he takes this notion back
with him into the land of dreamers. With
the aid of other "Yankees" who have re-
turned to the same districts, he impresses
these characteristics to a greater or less
extent upon those around him. Having alittle money and a good deal of knowl-edge, he sets about working his land insystematic fashion and shows his neigh-bors that capital put into the land is notalways lost.
He drains and crops in a manner new tothem, and swells his returns by raisingstock on imported food. His success stim-ulates others to follow his example, and the

countryside has practical demonstration ofthe fact that the old ways are not alwaysthe best. So that the 'man who, havinggathered a small sum ofinoney, would nat-
urally have.been i lined to put it in thebank for safe keep now sees the bene-fit of putting it into a more productivebank, his little farm. Thereby he not onlybenefits himself, but also the strugglinglaborers and cotters who depend chiefly fortheir living on the days' *ork given to them
by this farmer an4 by .that. So, as was
to be expected, wages are now higher in
Ireland than they -were, and the laboring
man is ab'e to live.at horse in gregteEn.om-fort, and therefore more willing to stay.

The Spread o; Eaftightenment,
Because of reasons for which we are not

to blame-and our excuse-is written largely
over the last few centuries of our history-
we were not recently, as a people, so en-
lightened as we might have been, but to-
day enlightenment is gaining wonderfully
among us.
After the public school system) the re-

turned Yankee has been the prindipal edu-
cator in all the remote districts. By the
winter fireside, at the wake and, the wed-
ding, or the gatherings on the hillside or
the roadside in summer, he draws around
him a circle of neighbors who hang upon
his words whilst he scatters the seeds of
knowledge and of broader views which he
has gained beyond. the seas.
An emigrant who came here from a re-

mote district in Ireland, thirty or forty
years ago, tells how when he emerged from
a railway depot in Chicago three or four
carriages swept by like a whirlwind, drawn
by great horses that struck fire from the
pavement at every leap, the whole keeping
up a terrific ringing, whistling and din.
They were fire engines rushing to a con-
flagration, of course, but he did not know
this. He says he stood calmly by while
they passed. He had become quite steeled
against wonder and, looked quietly upon
what he supposed to be the native Chica-
goan driving to his business. Such a mis-
take would not occut with the emigrant of
today.

Democratic Equality.
A further good lesson that our people

have learned from the Yankees is that of
independence and democratic equality. Two
decades ago it was a rare treat to observe
the returned one pass his landlord on the
road with chin in air, a look of calm indif-
ference in his eye and his hat seemingly
glued to his head; now a mere stay-at-home
can act the part as nonchalantly.
He has learned well the lesson that it

should be in Ireland as it has always been
in America, where "one man is as good as
another, and a d-d sight better."
Finally the steady, heavy drain of emi-

gration, which went on unceasingly for
forty years, relieved the congestion of the
country and left more ease and elbow room
for those at home. Where formerly the
parent had to divide his already too small
patch of farm land between three or four
sons he later needed to divide it between
two only; the others had gone to the states,
and since their father had paid their pas-
sage money and thrown them in the teeth
of fortune, they oould not think of holding
claim on the land at home and -were far
from grudging the farm to the less lucky
brothers who remained behind..

Increase im Population.
The altered state of things In Ireland was

brought forcibly home to the casual ob-
server when, a year or two ago, our regis-
trar general's returns showed for the fltrst
time in fifty years a positive increase in the
population of the emerald isle. Later re-
turns have likewise been cheery, for while
emigration has very mserlally decreased,
the reflux from Americ. a increased.
To the heart of ey'ery 'Irishman this in-

formation was glad; tidAws showing that
the turn of the tid., which had been bear-
ing heart and hope awal from Ireland, had
at length set in; that they era of prosperity
was well begun,.as .giing good promise
,that at length the ~me .had been reached
when the Irishmap .cqtiad remain in Ire-
land for a better- r.nsog .than that he had
not the wherewithal to lea~ve it.

- SEUMAS MacMANUS

Imsports Intietb.Philippinea.
According to a tieinenit made at time
Was' Department, bie atal value of mer-
chandise imported £ ports in the Phil-
ippines during Jul3Lltwas $1,577,530, of
which amount aI to the value of
$192,192 were impotd freof duty.
Articles of food "fieimals. imported

amounted to 3710BeS per eent of the
total; manfctrd Wes to $479,231, or
80 per cent of the t't
The total value of pierchandise exported

during the m6nth amaunted to $1,156,.Products of agriculture amounted to $1,-
019,881, or 88 per cent of the total
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EUROPE IN 1900
Clouds on the Horizon at the End

of the Century.

War Feeling in England and the
New German Policy.

MANY SOURCES OF DANGEE

(Copyright, 1900, by l. A. Maynard.)
Written for The Evening Star by James Bryce, M.P-
A lively controversy has been raging k

the English newspapers as to whether the
twentieth century has already begun, of
will not begin till the 1st of January next
Though there are many active and resolute
combatants on both sides, the balance o
argument, as well as of numbers, seems to
be with those who maintain the latter view
Thus one is justified in treating this yea1
as that with which the nineteenth centur3
ends, and taking the occasion to conside1
what are the sentiments and condition:
that surround the expiring months of the
century. These are certainly very differen
from those which would have 'een pre
dicted forty years ago. England, and, to t
large extent, Europe generally, was ther
rejoicing'in, or, at any rate, largely mover
by, the hope that an era of general peac
and friendly feeling was approaching, whe
wars would almost have been passed of
the horison, and a sense of the commor
interest which all nations have in the
prevalence of good will and the develop-
ment of commerce would have assured the
continuance of friendly relations.

Dispelled Their Hopes.
This hopeful view, though it was felt t<

be endangered by the existence of the Na-
poleonic empire in France, may be said tc
have lasted till the war of A. D. 1808 had
shown that the risk of conflict betweer
Austria and Russia might at any moten1
become acute. That war did not in itself
promise further disturbance. On the con-
trary, the triumph of the principle of na-
tionality in Germany and the establishmen1
of a strong power in central Europe, were
by many observers regarded as a guaranteeof peace. It was the great Franco-Germar
war of 1870 that dispelled the sanguine an.
ticipations of the optimists{ and since ther
the constant growth of huge armaments ir
the four greatest states of continental Eu.
rope has been a source of increasing alarm
During the last twenty-seven years we
have had repeated panics, threatening the
outbreak of strife either between France
and Germany, or between Austria and Rus-
sla, or between France and England, or be-
tween England and Russia, with the prob
ability that any strife between any two o
these powers would involve the rest, at
well as Italy also.

Clouds on the Horizon.
At this moment the horizon, if not actu-

ally mrenacing, is yet heavily clouded-
France is, indeed, believed to be in a tran-
quil mood, and to have given a hostage tc
peace in her coming exhibition, which every
one desires to make a success, not only for
the credit of the nation, but in respect o1
the material benefits expected from it. Yet
we saw, six months ago, how unstable is
the political equilibrium in France and hop
uncertain the footing of the present pacific
ministry. Russia has also a strong eco-
nomic motive for peace. She needs money
to complete the gigantic Trans-Siberiar
railway on which she is engaged; and she
may well feel that no gain to be drawn
from the embarrassments of a rival would
compensate for the loss involved in the in-
terruption of that enterprise, which must
immensely stre-gthen her hold on her pos-
sessions in the furthest Orient, and her in-
fluence, already great, over China. There
is, moreover, great reason to believe that
the young czar adheres to the humanita-
rian ideas which prompted him to the con-
voking of the Hague conference. Disquiet-
ing rumors, however, sometimes reach us
from the borders of Afghanistan, where
Russia might, were she so unfortunately
advised, stir up trouble. There is always a
restless military party at work in the huge
army she keeps on foot, and it needs all
the force of a tenacious monarch to keep it
in check.

War Feeling in England.
As regards England, apart altogether

from the need she feels in the prosecution
of the present war, one serious change haE
come over her spirit. She finds, or thinks
she finds, her army not adequate to the
great and growing needs of her empire.
Hitherto she has been content to maintain
a regular force very small in proportion tc
the vast citizen armies of the four conti-
nental powers, and has rejoiced to think
conscription needless. She has, in fact, re-
lied upon her fleet, having had since the
Crimean war none but savage or semi-civ-
ilized enemies to meet in the field, whether
in India or somewhere on the verge of her
scattered colonies.
Even where the colonies are conterminous

with the territories of a European civilized
power, as she is conterminous with France
in Indo-China and West Africa, and with
Germany in East and Southwest Africa. she
has been able to trust to the strength of
her fleet, since it would have to be by sea
only that French or German troops could
reach Africa or the orient, and the British
fleet Is, of course, supreme on the ocean.
Now, however, voices begin to be raised
demanding a large increase in the British
army-an increase which, as many fear,
must Involve some kind of conscription,
though probably in a milder form than
that which France or Germany employs.
It is still too soon to say whether this cur-
rent of feeling will prevail, for something
will depend on the course which the pres-
ent war takes. But it needs mention as a
new and ominous phenomenon in English
policy, and one pretty sure to be largely
debated during the year on which we are
entering.

Germany's New Policy.
Germany, like England, desires to re-

main at peace with her neighbors. But
Germany, like England, is embarking on
a new policy, and a policy which may dl-
minish one of the motives she has hitherta
had for remaining at peace. Her govern-
ment is bent on largely strengthening her
navy; and the project, whether or not It
will ultimately be carried out on the great
scale which the emperor is believed to de-
sire, will certainly go on. The growingprosperity of her trade enables her, with.
out too severe an effort to gratIfy what is,
in the present state of the world and withher colonial predilections, a natural ambi-
tion. Thus matters relating to war bulk
more largely than ever in the thoughts of
two of the European countries which hayethe strongest reasons for peace, and whichhave been foremost in all the arts of com-
merce and industry.

Sources of Danger.
Among possIble sources of danger one

must nbt forget to mention the state of the
European dominions of Turkey. Macedonia
is a powder magazine, from which the ef-
forts of the Russian and Austrian govern-
ments have, for the last few years, suc-
ceeded in keeping all matches at a dis-
tance. Nevertheless the powder is thereand a spark might ignite it, There isaparty in Bulgaria anxious to rouse an in-
surrection in MacedonIa, and it need not
be aid that the detestable Turkish edmin-
istration always furnishes ample grounds
for insurrection, In these Macedonian provy
inces the Servian and Bulgarian elements
are bitteriy hostile, so that any risingmight probably draw In Servia and Bul-
garia and light a conflagratIon involvingall southeastern Europe.

A Hundred Year's Age.
Thus, in the midst of a war which,

though waged far away from Europe, ex-
cites all Europe, and with new prepara-
tions for war actively debated in two greaa
states, and with the minds of all ihe na-
tions tremulously quivering to rumors 01
further troubles, the century draws to lts
end. Its last year is indeed not so terrible
as. were those with which the eighteentl
century closed, for then Europe Itself and
the seas all around it were the scene ofa
sanguinary conflict. In the end of 1791
even the snow fields of the Alps were dyed
with French and Russian blood. Buta
hundred years ago there was one ground of
hope on which the eye of the philosophic
optimist might have been fixed. The Frenet
revolution and the terrible struggle whiel
followed it might well seem a neemrlg
part of the passage from the old state of
things, when monaroha played at war foi
their own pleasure and liberty was scaree.
ly known on the European continent, toa
ney and better settibenent of--the world
in which natons, controlling their own de
tinis througth meauar grmnti,*m
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archies were. The presswhlch was ezpectedto promote peace by making nations know
one another better, too frequently uses its
power to assail neighbor peoples, to vaunt
the greatness of its readers and to apur
the masses on to strife. The laudable
Pride of a people is easily turned by these
stimulants to arrogance; and patriotism Issupposed to consist in the desire to assert
the national power and extend the na-
tional dominions on all occasions. This,which was the temper of France after the
revolution a century ago, has become a
temper widely spread through Europe--in-
deed, through the eivised world. So, In
spite of the Immense progress which has
been made in mans knowledge of nature
and in his power over her, it may well be
doubted whether the moral progress of
the world affords grounds for a like satis-
faction. raME- BRYCE.
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